Acute myocardial infarction survival rate and complications after streptokinase therapy in Hospital Universiti Sains Malaysia, Kelantan--a comparative study.
Thrombolytic therapy is a well-established therapy in acute myocardial infarction (AMI), reducing mortality and infarct size. This study is a retrospective analysis of survival and complications after the use of streptokinase at Hospital Universiti Sains Malaysia. Streptokinase was first used here in March 1990. Between then and February 1992, 126 patients were admitted to the Coronary Care Unit. Thirty-two patients who fulfilled our criteria for thrombolytic treatment were given an hour intravenous infusion of 1.5 MU streptokinase, and started on aspirin. A control group of 64 patients selected from before March 1990, and matched for age, sex and site of infarct, was given standard therapy. The survival at 4 weeks post-AMI was 91% in the streptokinase therapy group and 91% in both groups (p > 0.05). The complications encountered were reperfusion arrhythmias (2 patients), hypotension(1), maculopapular rash(1) and gum bleeding(1). None of these complications were statistically increased when compared to the control group and none resulted in the death of a patient. We conclude that streptokinase therapy can be given safely in a rural Malaysian setting. Our survival and complication rates are comparable with other published series.